In Mexico, spiny lobsters are an important commercial resource, representing the fifth most valuable fishery, worth US$18 million. Three species are exploited along the Pacific coast of the Baja California peninsula, but the catch of 744 t of the California spiny lobster makes up 95%–97% of the total, with only small quantities of Panulirus inflatus and Panulirus gracilis.[14] The fishing rights are held by 26 local co-operatives.[7]
The main legal restrictions on fishing for California spiny lobster in Mexico are a minimum landing size of 82.5 mm (3.25 in), the prohibition of catching berried females, and a closed season:[7] from February 16 to November 15, fishing for spiny lobsters is prohibited in a region which moves south along Mexico's Pacific coast during the season.[19]
CLOSED SEASON for LOBSTER

	Start date
	End date
	Northern limit
	Southern limit

	February 16
	September 15
	Mexico – United States border
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of El Tordillo

	March 1
	September 30
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of El Tordillo
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of Boca de la Soledad

	May 16
	November 15
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of Boca de la Soledad
	Cabo San Lucas


	Start date
	End date
	Northern limit
	Southern limit

	February 16
	September 15
	Mexico – United States border
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of El Tordillo

	March 1
	September 30
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of El Tordillo
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of Boca de la Soledad

	May 16
	November 15
	An imaginary line running west from the mouth of Boca de la Soledad
	Cabo San Lucas


The Mexican fishery for the California spiny lobster was the first Latin American fishery to be awarded the Marine Stewardship Council's sustainable fishery ecolabel,[20] and the species is classed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List.[1]
