A Poor Choice of Words
I was thinking about a common English term we all know and love that if examined makes little sense. It was my intention to explain this rarity by having an imaginary conversation with someone who does not speak English. The word is so poorly coined that the little trick will not be necessary – I will try to explain the concept to you, in English. 

The word is Vacation. I don’t have to look that word up to remind you it is derived from the word Vacate. So, in simple terms when you go on vacation, you vacate something, somewhere. We rarely go on to bother to say where and what we have vacated. I suppose it is implied that we have vacated our homes and perhaps our workplace. 

I’m not sure that we always leave our homes and workspaces vacant and the listener can only guess that the places will only be temporarily vacant – that we will surely return in a week or a month or sometime before the first snow.

We get in deeper trouble with the word when we say “We’re going to our vacation home in Aruba.” A vacation home is where you stay when your regular home is vacant. You have to guess that when you go on vacation, you do not vacate your vacation home, you move in, fill it up for a short time. 

It doesn’t help to tell people it is “A paid vacation.”  That implies someone, somewhere is paying you to leave your home, leave your workplace vacant. 

It seems odd to me that many Americans consider The American Dream to be that time that you and your family can own a home of your own where you all can have a safe, comfortable haven to enjoy after a hard day’s work and yet they celebrate with great jubilation the day when they can vacate the place, leave it behind for a tent beside a mountain stream. 

It is odder still that resorts, travel companies, hotels and motels the world over advertise with the most carefully chosen words to lure you to spend your time and money with them except the pitch invariably starts with “Vacation Special” or “Family Vacation Packages”. 
In summary, I think we can do a lot better and one of these days, when I have the time, I’ll find a nice replacement word for all of us. 

